TOPIC – RULES AND REGULATIONS             CEF LEVEL: B1/B2
LANGUAGE FOCUS: Obligation (must, mustn’t,  have to, don’t have to)

TASK OUTCOME: To invent and write down some strange laws

STAGE 1

Get the students to tell you some of the school rules. Encourage them to use expressions such as must, mustn’t, have to, don’t have to 

EXAMPLES: We must listen to the teacher.

                      We mustn’t use our mobile phones.

                      We don’t have to wear a uniform.                                     

STAGE 2

Tell the students the following but don’t give the names of the places. You can give them a handout or dictate the sentences.

There are some strange laws in some parts of the world. Which of these laws do you think are still valid in parts of the US today? 

Discuss with a partner which ones you think are true.

· You mustn’t drive a car while sleeping.   (Tennessee)

· Only babies can ride in a baby carriage.  (West Virginia)

· No baseball team can hit the ball over the fence or out of the ballpark.  (Oklahoma)

· A person must take a bath once a year.   (Kentucky)

· It is against the law to jump off a bridge.  (Providence, Rhode Island)

· Cabbage can’t be sold on Sunday.  (New Jersey)

· It is illegal for dogs and cats to fight.  (North Carolina)

· A pet cat, if loose, must have a tail light.  (Colorado)

· A man must have a permit to shave.  (Missouri)

· It is forbidden to imitate an animal.  (Miami)

When the students have discussed the laws and decided, you can tell them that they are all true and tell them where they are valid.

Of course, these laws are old and they are not enforced nowadays but they are still in the law books.

STAGE 3

Put the students into pairs to look up strange laws on the computer. Tell each pair to choose ten and say that they are going to tell the class afterwards. The following web sites could be used. 

(It is advisable to check first, especially if you have younger students, as some of the things are a bit rude. I always tell them not to choose any rude ones. If you want to avoid this, you could give each group some printouts.)

http://ezinearticles.com/?Strange-Laws-Around-the-World&id=2592162
http://www.mundayweb.com/weirdlaws.php
http://www.thealarm.org.uk/articles/strange-laws-in-the-uk.html
http://www.angelfire.com/ca6/uselessfacts/rules/001.html
http://www.articleswave.com/humor/weird-laws-around-the-world.html
STAGE 4

Each pair reports back to the class what they have discovered.

STAGE 5

Tell the students that they are going to work in pairs (or groups) to invent some strange laws.

EXAMPLE: All teenagers must wear red socks.

                    It is illegal to sing while you are eating.

When they have finished, they can read their laws out to the rest of the class or write them up on posters with suitable illustrations.

